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Announcements

APRIL

30 Walla Walla Hay Seminar, Walla Walla County
WSU Extension office, 7:00-9:30 p.m. Topics
include Hay Situation, 2,4-D Situation & Milestone
Herbicide, Chateau:A New Herbicide for Alfalfa,
WA Wilderness Hay and Mulch, and Gopher
Control. Pre-register by phone at 509-524-2685 or
email at meagon@wsu.edu. $10 fee at the door.

MAY

3-9 Native Plant Appreciation Week. This week
celebrates over 3,000 native plant species in
Washington. Native plant ecosystems are critical to
sustaining our native wildlife and the quality of
Washington’s environment. Visit WA Native Plant
Society’s website, http://www.wnps.org, under
“What's New” for a list of scheduled events.

May 8-10 Balloon Stampede, Walla Walla, WA.
For information, contact Walla Walla Valley
Chamber of Commerce at 509-525-0850 or
http://www.wwvchamber.com o~

9 WSU Pig Sale, Pullman, WA at
the WSU Cattle Feeding Lab
beginning at 10:00 a.m. These pigs will be of the
right age and weight for September shows.
Approximately 200 pigs are available. Visit
http://www.ansci.wsu.edu/facilities/images/CattleLa
b.pdf for driving directions. For terms of sale, see
http://www.ansci.wsu.edu/Facilities/swine/sale.asp
For more information, email attimm@wsu.edu.

12-13 FREE Pesticide Container Recycling,
Northwest Ag Plastics, Inc. collects plastic pesticide
containers for the agricultural industry.

May 12: Walla Walla: Farmer's Co-op, AM
Walla Walla: Western Farm Service, PM
May 13: Walla Walla: McGregor Company, AM
Waitsburg: McGregor Company, PM

See http://www.nwagplastics.com for more dates
and locations, container preparation, and other
guestions. Contact NW Ag Plastics at 509-457-
3850 or steve@nwagplastics.com

14-16 Intermountain Livestock Judges’
Training, Caldwell, ID, Canyon County

Fairgrounds. Judges’ training with a sheep and
goat focus. For information contact Dawn Sanchez
at 307-783-0570 or dasanchez@uintacounty.com

16-17 Goldendale, WA, Kilickitat Co. Fair Grounds.

* Northwest Lamboree. Educational program for
youth and adult sheep producers and show
people.

» Porkapalooza! Market swine educational
program for youth and adults.

* Beef-O-Rama. Educational program for youth
and adult beef producers.

For each event: $25.00 pre-registration fee includes
information packet, snacks, two lunches, one
breakfast and one dinner and is due by May 1. For
more information, http://www.klickitat.wsu.edu/, call
509-773-5817, or email klickitat@wsu.edu.

JUNE

29 WSU Walla Walla County Cereal Grain
Variety Tour, Walla Walla County, 6 p.m. The tour
will begin with a sausage-dog feed at the Fall plot.
The Fall plot, farmed by Jason Beechinor, is about
seven miles north of Walla Walla on the Lower
Waitsburg Road, ¥ mile east of the Hart Road
intersection. The Spring plot is farmed by Glen
Smith and is located about 5 miles south of
Waitsburg on Coppei Creek Rd. For more
information on WSU’s Cereal Variety Testing
Program, visit http://variety.wsu.edu/.

JULY

16-18 Northwest Junior Sheep Exposition,
Moses Lake, WA, Grant County

Fairgrounds. Participants learn about

desirable market traits of meat and wool

and will gain a better understanding of

the economics related to producing

market lambs. Exhibitors can sharpen their skills in
showmanship, fitting sheep, judging sheep and
wool. Entry deadline is May 1.

For more information, http://grant-adams.wsu.edu
(look under agriculture) or contact Scott Mortimer
509-345-2541 or smortimer@wilsoncreek.org.
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Updates

NEW eXtension GOAT INDUSTRY WEB SITE
The goat industry web site provides
(@ helpfor new and inexperienced
o :9 producers, as well as those with
¥  experience but who need an answer
to a specific question. The site
includes answers to frequently asked questions
(FAQs) about meat, dairy and fiber producing
goats. If a question cannot be found in the FAQs,
eXtension’s “Ask an Expert” feature can be used for
a quick response. The site also includes in-depth,
peer-reviewed articles covering all aspects of goat
production. Go to http://www.extension.org and
choose Goats.

BETTER LIVING MAGAZINE ONLINE

The University of Missouri has a new Better Living
magazine on the internet with solutions for better
living in these tough economic times. Articles
address money matters, aging, housing, food and
fitness, health, and relationships. Visit
http://missourifamilies.org/toughtimes/index.htm

NEW USDA RISK MANAGEMENT WEBSITE

A new USDA Risk Management website is
designed to help producers manage their farm
or ranch business. Visit http://farm-risk-
plans.usda.gov to find information on Risk
Management Planning, Improved Marketing,
New Enterprise Planning, and Farm Planning.
Use the SWOT tool to analyze your own farm/
ranch operation to identify strategies for
existing problems.

KEEP INVASIVE MUSSELS OUT OF STATE
Invasive quagga and zebra

‘ h mussels have been found in
several western states and
' continue to move closer to
» Washington every year.
_ . Quagga mussels and their
’ - relative zebra mussels
- multiply quickly and threaten
native fish and wildlife by
consuming available food and smothering other
species. They clog water-intake systems at power
plants (dams), irrigation districts, public water
suppliers, and other facilities. The mollusks spread
by attaching to boats or other water-based
equipment.

Zebra and quagga mussels are native to the
Caspian Sea. They entered the Great Lakes in the
mid 1980s in ship ballast water, and have since
spread to more than 20 states, including California
and Nevada, and two Canadian provinces.

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW) is working with the Washington State
Patrol to inspect commercially hauled watercraft at
the state’s Port of Entry weigh stations. WDFW
officers also conduct vessel inspections during
fishing seasons and inspect boats at ramps and at
events such as fishing tournaments.

Recreational boaters and anglers should always
carefully inspect and clean their boats and
equipment before moving their vessels from one
body of water to another. Both zebra and quagga
mussels are easily transported on boats and trailers
because they can live out of water for up to a
month. It is against the law to transport either of
these aquatic species into Washington.

For more information on zebra and quagga
mussels, as well as other aquatic invasive species,
visit WDFW'’s website at
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/ans/index.htm

Farming & Livestock

EXPLORING LAND LEASE AGREEMENTS
Lease agreements should include

legal advice and a contract. The

contract is a negotiation tool for

the lease and gives protection to

both the landowner and farm

operator. It should be revised éoe
periodically so that it remains —
current. All contracts or leases should include a
termination date, so that both the landowner and
operator have an opportunity to review their
needs.

Items to consider:

» who carries the insurance on property and/or
the crop

» what improvements need to occur and who will
have responsibility for them

» production issues such as how noxious weeds
will be controlled, maintaining soil fertility, or
types of chemicals used on the property

» best farming methods and conservation
practices utilized on the land

* how to document unexpected events and the
action taken

 condition of the field at the close of the lease



Factors determining land rental rates include
supply and demand, location, soil type and
quality, irrigation water rights and equipment and
adequate fencing. Pasture rental rates are often
figured by the animal size or weight, condition of
the pasture, including forage quality and quantity,
and the labor and equipment offered by each

party.

Since many farmers depend on leased land as

part of their business, it is in their best interest to
maintain positive relationships with =
landowners. Farm operators can

maintain a positive relationship with ‘ =
the landowner by keeping in contact, D
providing education about current \
agriculture practices, and maintaining

the property appearance. S

Landowners may be dependent on the rental for
income, keeping their land in farm deferral for tax
purposes or simply want their land to remain in
agriculture production. Landowners are seeking
stable, hassle free relations with their tenants and
often want them to be respectful of the land and
its history.

Resources:
Pasture Rental Rate http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu
under additional livestock

EB1367 Analyzing Your Landlease Agreement at the
Walla Walla Co Extension office or http://pubs.wsu.edu.

BOVINE TRICHOMONIASIS

Trichomoniasis is caused by Trichomonas foetus, a
protozoa. The parasite is sensitive to freezing,
drying, and sunlight, and cannot survive outside the
animal. It is spread by breeding among
cattle and can cause abortions, low
pregnancy rates, and delayed or
prolonged calving seasons. The disease
can have severe economic costs, but
can be prevented and controlled
through management. Bovine ~
trichomoniasis is not believed to be a

risk to humans.

Infected bulls show no symptoms and continue to
breed normally and spread the infection to cows,
which pass it to uninfected bulls when they rebreed.
Bulls over three years of age often serve as long-
term carriers. Infected cows usually abort early in
the first trimester, resulting in repeat breeding,
irregular heat cycles, longer calving intervals, and
reduced pregnancy rates.

Trichomoniasis is more common in breeding
pastures where multiple herds are mixed (e.g.
community pastures), or in herds that purchase
open cows or mature, untested breeding bulls.

Antibiotics and vaccination are not generally
economical or effective. Appropriate management
of the breeding herd helps to prevent the
introduction of the disease to uninfected herds, and
in eliminating the parasite from infected herds.

Control of trichomoniasis in infected herds:

* Test all non-virgin bulls.

* Cull infected bulls, and replace with virgin bulls.

* Pregnancy check and cull open and late calving
females.

» Send culled animals to slaughter to avoid infecting
other herds.

» Use home-raised replacements, or purchase
pregnant replacements from reputable sources.

» Separate replacements from mature animals.

Minimizing the risk of trichomoniasis infections
in uninfected (clean) herds:
 Purchase only virgin or tested
bulls.

» Do not borrow, rent, lease or buy
untested bulls that have been
used for breeding.

* Cull open and late-calving cows.
» Winter cows and bulls separately to minimize
infection of bulls by late calving or late cycling
COWws.

* Do not purchase open cows.

» Use home-raised replacements, or purchase
pregnant replacement females from reputable
sources.

» Separate replacements from mature animals.

» Avoid commingling of breeding herds, if possible.
» Check fences regularly to keep other animals out.

[N

Washington State has a mandatory trichomoniasis
ear tag identification requirement for all imported
virgin bulls and bulls tested for Trichomoniasis if
they originate in a state with a trichomoniasis
program. Bulls from states without a trichomoniasis
program must have official individual identification
unique to each animal. Washington has a
trichomoniasis ear tag for Washington bulls leaving
the state to meet destination testing requirements.
For more information on trichomoniasis, please
contact WSDA Animal Health Program at 360-902-
1878 or ahealth@agr.wa.gov or visit the website at:
http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/AnimalHealth




F in anCiaI F itneSS « |s there an incentive for balance transfer offers —
moving your debt from one credit card to
another? All offers are not the same and the

CHOOSING A CREDIT CARD: terms may be complicated.
READ THE FINE PRINT _ _ _
:ELS‘\‘ A credit card lets you buy Many credit card issuers offer transfers with low
things and pay for them over introductory rates. Some issuers also charge
time. Using a credit card is like balance transfer fees. In addition, if you pay late
any borrowing — you have to or fa_lil to pay off your transferred l_JaIance befor(_a
pay the money back. the introductory period ends, the issuer may raise
the introductory rate and/or charge you interest
Credit card features vary from card to card and retroactively. And if you use your card to make
there are several types of cards to choose from. To new purchases, payments you make will go
get the best deal, compare fees, charges, interest toward the balance with the lowest interest rate.
rates and benefits. Some credit cards that look like Finance charges at the higher interest rate will be
a great deal at first may really be a bad deal when assessed on the part of the balance that came
you read the terms and conditions of use, and see from new purchases.
how the fees could affect your available credit. « What is the credit limit?
Credit card terms to ask about when you consider * How widely is the card accepted
credit offers: and what are the plan’s services

_ o and features?
» Are there any membership or participation fees? _
» Know what happens if you default on your

* What transaction fees or other charges apply for account. For example, if you are one day late
a cash advance, a late payment or if you go over with your payment, your issuer may be able to
your credit limit? take certain actions, including raising the interest

« What is the APR? Annual percentage rate (APR) rate on your card. Some issuers’ agreements
is a measure of the cost of credit, expressed as a even state that if you are in default on any
yearly rate. It must be disclosed before your financial account, those issuers’ will consider you
account can be activated, and it must appear on in default for them as well. This is known as
your account statements. universal default.

Some cards with low rates for on-time payments
apply a very high APR if you are late a certain
number of times in any specified time period. This
is a type of special delinquency rate.

* The card issuer also must disclose the “periodic
rate.” That's the rate the issuer applies to your
balance to determine the finance charge for each
billing period.

For more information see:

http://missourifamilies.org/features/consumerarticle

s/choosecreditcard.htm

» How rate changes are determined and are there
any limits on how much and how often your rate
may change?

- Is there a grace period? A grace period, also Source: Brenda Procter, M.S., University of Missouri

. e Extension
called a “free period,” lets you avoid finance
charges if you pay your balance in full before the
date it is due. 4' H

SUPER SATURDAY FUN

On March 15 over 120 4-H youth
and adult volunteers participated in
our 4-H Super Saturday at Pioneer
Middle School. The 22 workshops
offered throughout the day included classes on
cooking, creative arts, animal care, photography,
karate, farmer’s market vending, poster making,
record book keeping, and leadership skills
development.

» What balance computation method is used to
calculate your finance charge? Which balance
computation method is used can make a big
difference in how much of a finance charge you
pay — even if the APR and your buying patterns
stay the same. If you don’t understand how your
balance is calculated, ask your card issuer. An
explanation also must appear on your billing
statements.

18usc 707



4-H DEMONSTRATION CONTEST
Seventy-three 4-H members gave presentations
before judges during the April practice contest.
Most plan to return to give their final revised
presentations at the competition in May. Public
presentations help members develop confidence
and poise as well as help them learn more about
their 4-H project.

Master Gardeners

PLANT CLINICS & FARMER’'S MARKET

Visit the Walla Walla Extension office on Tuesdays
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. or Thursdays from 9:00 -11:00
a.m. Bring in your home garden questions or
problems and speak to a Master Gardener.
Problem plant samples may be left at any time
during office hours and a Master Gardener will look
at the specimen during clinic hours and contact the
home owner.

Master Gardeners will also have a booth at
Farmer's Market on Saturdays beginning on May 2.
Visit with our Master Gardeners and pick up free tip
sheets on a variety of gardening topics.

Home & Garden

SPRAY SCHEDULES AVAILABLE

Are you wondering when your fruit trees need to be
sprayed or if they need to be sprayed at all? Stop
by the Extension office to pick up a spray chart that
lists common pest problems for local fruit trees,
management guidelines, and application timings.

Choose non-chemical management as your first
choice. Some pests may require pesticide sprays
to provide supplemental control. Homeowners
must refer to the pesticide label before they
purchase and before they apply a pesticide product
to confirm that the product may be applied to home
garden fruit trees.

VEGETABLE PLANTING GUIDE

Cool season vegetables prefer cool growing
temperatures (60-80°F) and lose quality in hot
weather. Plant as soon as soil adequately dries in
the spring and as early as 2-4 weeks before the
date of the average last spring frost. For good
germination, the soil temperature
when measured at 8 a.m., 4 inches
deep should be at least 50 °F. These
vegetables may also be replanted mid-
summer for fall harvest.

» Hardy Vegetables: broccoli, cabbage,
kohlrabi, onions, lettuce, peas, radish,
spinach, turnips. These vegetables grow with
daytime temperatures as low as 40 degrees and
may survive a frosty nip.

» Semi-Hardy Vegetables: beets, carrots,
cauliflower, parsley, parsnips, potatoes, and
Swiss chard. These vegetables grow with
minimum temperatures of 40-50 °F, but are less
tolerant of a frosty night.

Warm Season Vegetables
These crops require daytime temperatures above
60 °F. They prefer summerlike weather with
temperatures between 70-95 °F. They are

: intolerant of frost and may be
sensitive to cool spring winds. A
minimum soil temperature of 60 °F is
required for most to germinate from
seed.

* Tender Vegetables: beans, celery, corn,
cucumbers, New Zealand spinach, summer
squash These crops may be planted (from
seed) around the date of the average last spring
frost when soil is adequately dry to work.
Transplants of cucumbers and summer squash
should be delayed until the time listed for the
very tender group below.

» Very Tender Vegetables: lima beans,
cantaloupe, eggplant, pepper, pumpkin,
winter squash and pumpkins, tomato, and
watermelon. These crops are not only intolerant
of frost, but also cool spring winds. A week of
daytime temperatures below 55 °F may stunt the
crop. Plant two plus weeks after the average last
spring frost date when soil is adequately dry to
work. Weather should be consistently above
55 °F in the daytime and breezes should have
lost any cool nip.

GET RID OF PANTRY PESTS!

The first sign that you have pesky pantry pests is
the presence of small brown beetles, moths or
worms in your cupboards or even on the kitchen
counter. They can come from a lot of places. You
can bring them home in a package you buy at the
grocery store. They can even fly in the house



through an open door or window or crawl through
the tiniest crack.

Flour moths are one of the most common
pantry pests. The damage of the food is
actually done by the caterpillars and not
the mature moth. The caterpillar is only
about one-half inch long and can be off-
white, greenish or pinkish. They leave a “thread”
trail along anything they move over which forms
webs across the infested food.

Grain and flour beetles are small flat brown bugs.
4~ They like to eat flour, cornmeal, and cereal.
% You can also find these pests in your dry

f’Z VL dog and cat food and even nuts, candies

and dried fruit. These bugs do not like light
and will move away when a container is opened.

They multiply rapidly so you may see a large

number of them.

To get rid of these unwanted bugs:

* Remove all food from your shelves sealing any
infested food in an airtight bag before discarding.

» Use a vacuum cleaner to thoroughly clean
shelves because these bugs like to get in tiny
cracks and crevices in your pantry. Make sure to
dispose of the vacuum bag in another airtight
container so the bugs don’'t come back.

To protect your kitchen from pantry pests, examine
foods before purchasing such as milled cereal
products, flour and dried fruit for infestations. Check
the packaging date to ensure freshness. Buy only
small portions of grain foods if you don’t use them
that often, store susceptible foods in airtight
containers, and don’t buy opened or crushed
packages as they are more likely to be
contaminated. Remove all food from your food
storage area once per year for a thorough cleaning.

Foods of questionable infestations or even lightly
infested can be placed in a freezer at 0°F for four to
seven days. Sifting the food material will remove
possible insect fragments and any remaining will
not cause harm if consumed.

NOTE: Insecticides should not be used around food
or in food preparation areas.

Family Living

TURN OFF TV FOR A HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE
Turning off the TV is a great way to improve your
health. There are two keys to being healthy —
physical activity and eating a variety of foods in
moderation. Watching less TV can help you with
both of these.

Children in the US average almost three hours of
television each day, and adults average over four
hours. Cutting back on television is a great way to
find time to play outside, take a walk, or pick up a
new sport. Almost any activity uses more energy

than watching TV.

Not only does watching TV keep you inactive, it
also encourages an unhealthy diet. Research
shows that the more TV children watch, the more
likely they are to snack between meals, consume
foods advertised on TV, and attempt to influence
their parent’s food purchases. Consequently, the
more TV children watch, the more likely they are to
be overweight.

Here are some TV-turnoff tips:

» Keep the TV off during mealtimes.

» Engage in physical activity as a family.

* Move your TV to a less prominent location.

» Designate certain days of the week as TV-free
days.

* Remove the TV set from your child’s bedroom.

* Hide the remote.

Because children are influenced by what parents
do, it is important that whatever effort you make to
be more physically active or watch less TV is done
as a family. In this supporting context, turning off
the TV becomes a family effort, a way to bond and

spend time together.
i
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DLINTY EXTENSION

Washington State University Extension helps people develop
leadership skills and use research-based knowledge to improve
their economic status and quality of life.

Debbie M. Moberg
County Extension Director

Helping You Put Knowledge To Work

Extension programs and employment are available to all without
discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through
your local Extension office.



