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A nnouncem ents A nnouncem ents A nnouncem ents A nnouncem ents     
 
MAY 
9 On-Farm Mortality Composting Research and 
Education Project Field Demonstration, Pullman, 
WA, WSU Compost Yard.  Registration at 8:45 
a.m., demonstration starts at 9:00 a.m.  On-farm 
composting is an environmentally and economically 
viable method of farm mortality disposal.  Learn 
more about the process of mortality composting, 
and what it takes to set up a successful system.  
The WSU compost yard is composting all of the 
waste from the meat processing lab on campus 
with great success.  For directions or more 
information, contact Caitlin Price, Project 
Coordinator, at (206) 920-3732 or pricecm@wsu. 
 
JUNE 
1 On-Farm Mortality Composting Research and 
Education Project Field Demonstration, 
Sunnyside, WA.  Open house from 1-3 p.m. 
This dairy has been the site of a field trial since 
November 2006 and they are now using 
composting as the primary method of mortality 
disposal.  See May 9 above. 
 
9 Oregon Meat Goat Producers Spring Pen Sale,  

Milton-Freewater Jr. Show 
Grounds, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  Pen 
rentals available.  Two free 
clinics: Judging Meat Goats and 
Feed Management.  The Pen Sale 
will provide a forum for meat and 

dairy goat producers and buyers to buy and sell 
goats.  Sales are by private treaty.  Stock dogs and 
guard animals may also be available at the Sale.  
For more information, call Kellie Casebier at 509-
525-2796 or 509-386-8646. 
 
18 WSU Walla Walla County Cereal Grain 
Variety Tour, Walla Walla County, 8 a.m.  The 
winter location is on Perry Dozier’s (about a mile 
north of the Prescott McGregor plant and the spring 
wheat/barley trial will be on Allan Ford’s place 
about 1 mile west of Prescott on the cemetery road.  
There will not be a pulse plot this year (reduced 
funding from the Pea and Lentil Commission). 
 
 

 
23 Family Forest Owners Field Day, Cle Elum, 
WA, Golf Course Rd (East Nelson Siding).  An out-
in-the-woods educational event for people who own 
forestland east of the Cascades.  Learn how to 
assess the health of your forest and protect your 
property from threats like wildfire and bark beetles.  
The class schedule will be available online at 
www.ncw.wsu.edu/foreststewardship or call 509-
667-6658 for a copy. 
 

JULY  
9 – AUG 3 Intensive Spanish Institute, Walla 
Walla Communty College.  Attendees will learn to 
speak, read, and write in Spanish and will learn 
about Spanish and Latin American cultures from 
native Spanish speakers, WSU faculty, and cultural 
experts.  College students may earn 8 WWCC 
credits or 80 clock hours.  A four week course for 
high school students will earn 16 transferable 
community college credits that will satisfy most 
universities’ college admissions. 
 

Beginning and intermediate Spanish classes will be 
held July 9-20.  Advanced beginning and advanced 
intermediate classes will be held July 23-Aug. 3.  
Classes are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.  
Registration for college students, professionals, 
and the general public is $840 which includes lunch 
each day.  Register early by May 25 with a $100 
deposit and pay only $740.  High school students 
enrolling in the 4 week course pay $1295 or $1195 
with $100 deposit for early registration.  Students 
will also need a textbook and a workbook, available 
at the college bookstore.   
 

For more information, contact Cynthia Selde at 
509-529-5959 or cselde@wsu.edu.  
 
19-21 Northwest Junior Sheep 
Exposition, Moses Lake, WA, Grant 
County Fairgrounds.  This event 
includes classes for market lambs, 
prospect lambs, and breeding sheep 
as well as educational displays.  A 
Sheep Skill-A-Thon will test one’s knowledge and 
skill in sheep husbandry.  Premium books and entry 
forms are available at http://grant-adams.wsu.edu 
or by contacting Sarah Smith at 509-754-2011, Ext. 
413 or by email at smithsm@wsu.edu.  
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21 Media-Smart Youth Training, Walla Walla, 
WA, WSU Extension office, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  Every 
day, 11 to 13 year-olds spend nearly 7 hours using 
media, including television, computers and video 
games.  They encounter a barrage of marketing 
and advertising messages – up to 40,000 per year 
– that focus primarily on candy, cereal, and fast 
food.  This eight-hour training will focus on media 
analysis, media production, nutrition, and physical 
activity.  Participants will learn how to implement 
and facilitate the program with young people in their 
community.  Registration deadline July 13.  For 
more information, contact WSU Extension at  
509-524-2685 or meagon@wsu.edu.   
 

U pdatesU pdatesU pdatesU pdates    
AVIAN FLU KITS AVAILABLE 
Avian influenza sampling kits are 
now available through your local 
Walla Walla Extension office. 
 

Avian influenza hasn’t been found 
in domestic poultry in Washington, 

but good surveillance and early detection will allow 
WSDA to coordinate a rapid response to bird 
diseases.  The department is particularly interested 
in testing chickens, pheasants, ducks, and geese 
located near a wildlife or waterfowl refuge, close to 
commercial poultry operations, or within a major 
migratory waterfowl flyway.  
 

Persons interested in participating in the backyard 
flock surveillance may contact WSDA through its 
toll-free Avian Health Hotline at 1-800-606-3056. 
The hotline also can be used to report sick or dead 
birds or ask for more information on avian 
influenza.  
 
WEATHER WEBSITE 
The new AgWeatherNet (AWN) website is now 
open to the public at http://www.weather.wsu.edu. 
AWN provides access to raw data from the WSU 
weather network. The AWN includes 89 weather 
stations located mostly in the irrigated regions of 
eastern Washington State providing 15 minute 
weather data updates 
approximately once an hour.  You 
must register to gain access to the 
AWN raw data but once 
registered, you can log in at any 
time to view or download data. 
 
 
CERTIFIED WEED-FREE HAY PROGRAM  
WSDA has drafted rules and procedures for the 
development of a certified weed-free forage 

program for Washington. This program will certify 
forage free from noxious weeds to satisfy the 
National Park Service and other agencies that 
permit only weed-free forage on lands under their 
control.  
 

The certification program would operate similarly to 
crop seed certification programs the state uses to 
prevent noxious weeds from entering the 
agricultural seed supply. Inspections of hay fields 
and grain fields (for straw) would be done prior to 
harvest by trained inspectors who would certify 
fields free of noxious or objectionable weeds. The 
list of weeds would be those on the national 
noxious weeds list, state noxious weed list, and 
others. The program would be voluntary and would 
be financed by fees paid by the producer of the 
noxious weed-free hay and straw.  
 

The major components of the weed-free 
certification program would be: 
1. The producer submits an application and fee for 

inspection 20 days prior to harvesting forage. 
2. The applicant informs the WSDA of the 

approximate harvest date at least 10 days 
before cutting. 

3. The applicant cleans all harvesting equipment 
to prevent contamination. 

4. Upon a clean inspection report of the field and 
buffer strip, the department issues a certificate 
of certified weed-free forage or straw. 

5. The applicant may then harvest the forage and 
apply the certification tag (in this case, perhaps 
using multicolored twine as is common in other 
states’ certification programs). 

6. The department may issue a transit certificate 
for interstate movement of the weed-free forage 
or straw. 

7. The applicant must store the weed-free forage 
or straw separately from non-certified forage or 
straw. 

8. The applicant has the responsibility to make 
sure that all certified weed-free forage and 
straw is properly labeled. 

9. A transportation certificate must be completed 
before certified forage or straw leaves the 
premises of the applicant. 

 

Anyone interested in receiving a copy of the draft 
rules may contact Tom Wessels at the WSDA at 
360-902-1984.  
Source: J. Kugler                                
 

It is important to note that these “draft” rules are not 
presently in effect.  The Washington State Hay 
Growers Assoc. has not approved this program yet 
because of the possible effect it could have on the 
export market. 
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FFFF arm ing &  L ivestoarm ing &  L ivestoarm ing &  L ivestoarm ing &  L ivestockckckck  
YELLOW SPOTS IN WINTER WHEAT 

We have a few reports of some 
unknown yellow spots in some 
winter wheat fields mostly from 
the Russell Creek area to the 
Dixie area. The symptoms show 
yellow blotching on the lower 

leaves. We have a “tentative” diagnosis of wheat 
streak mosaic virus. This is a disease that we 
haven’t seen in this area before. It is mostly found 
in the mid-west. It is transferred to wheat by the 
wheat curl mite that over-winters on grasses and 
then is blown into the wheat field. 
 

We are putting together a map of known locations 
of the infestation. If you think you might have this 
problem, please contact John Fouts at the Walla 
Walla County Extension office at 509-524-2691 or 
fouts@wsu.edu. 
 
NEW WEBSITE PROVIDES WASHINGTON 
STATE FARMERS WITH AN ALTERNATIVE FOR 
LIVESTOCK MORTALITY DISPOSAL 
A new website www.mortcompost.info is now 
available that provides information and resources 
for farmers, county extension agents, university 
faculty, and the general public about on-farm 
mortality composting.  On-farm composting is an 
environmentally and economically sound alternative 
to conventional methods of carcass disposal.  A full 
grown cow can be fully composted in 2 to 4 months 
with minimal cost, labor, and equipment.   
 

In any livestock farming operation animals will die 
due to old-age, injury and disease.  The cost of 
commercial disposal is often prohibitive to 
producers, while disposing of the animals on-farm 
can cause bio-security issues, attract pests, and 
use valuable land space.   
 

The On-Farm Mortality Composting Research and 
Education Project is a joint effort between the 
BIOAg program at WSU and the Washington State 
Department of Ecology, with additional support 
from the WSDA.  The purpose of this project is to 
promote on-farm composting as a viable method of 
disposal for agricultural livestock mortalities over 
300 pounds.  The project has a focus on both on-
farm research and education. 
 

The research portion of the project consists of six 
trial sites in Washington State that range in size 
from 1 to over 20 animals.  One of the sites is at the 
WSU compost yard in Pullman.  The other five sites 
are in Skagit, Adams, Grant, and Yakima counties.  
These trials compare management techniques, as 

well as the effects of climate and material 
differences by region, on the rate of carcass 
decomposition.  
 

The education portion of the project consists of field 
days at farm trial sites in the spring, county 
extension bulletins, print media, classes and 
presentations, and the website.  The new website is 
a concise and accurate source of information for 
farmers, county extension agents, industry 
professionals, and educators interested in large 
animal mortality composting.  It includes clear 
instructions, photo galleries of the trial sites, 
material and climate considerations, regulations, 
frequently asked questions, and links to further 
research.   
 
CENTRAL WASHINGTON ANIMAL 
AGRICULTURE TEAM 

Visit http://animalag.wsu.edu/ 
for current livestock marketing 
information, newsletters, 
livestock health and nutrition, 
forages, quality assurance, 
water quality, and manure 
management as well as links 
to local Extension websites.  

Some topics in the current newsletter include: 
 

���� Breeding Evaluation of Bulls 
���� Tube Feeding Neonatal Small Ruminants 
���� Spring Pasture Fertilization 

 
WHAT PESTICIDE APPLICATORS CAN DO TO 
PROTECT HONEY BEES 

√ Use all pesticides in a manner 
consistent with label directions. 

√ Do not apply insecticides having 
a long residual hazard to bees to blooming 
crops, including interplantings and blooming 
weeds in orchard cover crops.  Do not allow 
insecticides to drift onto adjacent blooming 
crops or weeds. 

√ Use insecticides that are less hazardous to 
bees whenever such choices are consistent 
with other pest control considerations. 

√ Do not apply insecticides when temperatures 
are forecast to be unusually low following 
treatment or on nights when dew is forecast.  
Residues typically remain toxic to bees at least 
twice as long under these conditions. 

√ Ground application generally is less hazardous 
than aerial application because less drift 
occurs and because smaller acreages are 
treated at a single time.  During aerial 
application, do not turn the aircraft or transport 
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materials back and forth across 
blooming fields. 

√ Apply insecticides having a residual hazard to 
bees (4-8 hours) between late evening – 
after bees have stopped foraging – and 
midnight.  Apply insecticides having a short 
residual hazard to bees between late evening 
and early morning while bees are not actively 
foraging.  Bees generally forage between 7 
a.m. and 6 p.m. in the Pacific Northwest.  Late-
evening applications generally are less 
hazardous to bees than early-morning 
applications.  Application times may be 
specified for the product.  When abnormally 
high temperatures encourage bees to begin 
foraging earlier or continue later than usual, 
adjust application times accordingly. 

√ Choose the least hazardous insecticide 
formulation whenever possible.  Granular 
formulations are the least hazardous but 
systemic insecticides applied before bloom 
may be present in pollen and may affect bees.  
Emulsifiable liquids are usually safer than 
wettable powders.  Dust and 
microencapsulated formulations are the most 
hazardous to bees because these materials 
are similar in size to pollen. 

√ Before applying insecticides having a residual 
hazard to bees longer than 8 hours, ask the 
beekeeper to remove colonies from the area or 
to keep bees confined for several days during 
the application period. 

√ Follow all applicable label requirements and 
state pesticide rules. 

Source: PNW 591 How to Reduce Bee Poisoning from 
Pesticides 
 

4444----HHHH     
4-H PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
A record-breaking number of 4-H youth have 
signed up to give a presentation for the annual 4-H 
Demonstration Contest this month. Eighty-four 
members will give a demonstration, illustrated talk, 
or public speech to the judges at the county 
contest. Participants will return in May to give their 
presentation a second time using the judge’s 
comments to improve and to “Make the Best 
Better”. Public presentations help to enhance 
project knowledge, develop self confidence, and 
increase communication skills. 
 
 
 
 
 

KNOW YOUR GOVERNMENT 
Six Walla Walla County 4-H members and three 
adults participated in the annual 4-H Know Your 
Government Conference held in Olympia on 
February 16-19. This year’s theme was, “It’s All 
News to Me, Politics and the Media”.  4-H members 
spent the month before the conference learning 
about the media, public policy, how news stories 
are written, and writing a local story to be 
introduced at the conference. During the 
conference, participants were assigned to a group 
using a specific medium (television, newspaper, 
radio, or magazine) to gather news stories, 
participate in interviews, and produce a project 
appropriate for the medium assigned. The 
conference included inspirational speakers and a 
luncheon with the legislators. 
    

M aster G ardenersM aster G ardenersM aster G ardenersM aster G ardeners     
 
NEW MASTER GARDENERS 
Nine new Master Gardeners will 
soon be joining nineteen 
returning veterans.  Come visit 
with our Master Gardeners at the 
Walla Walla Extension office on Tuesday from 
2:00- 4:00 p.m or Thursday from 9:00 -11:00 a.m.  
Master Gardeners will also be at the Farmer’s 
Market on Saturdays beginning May 5. 
 

Problem plant samples may be left at any time 
during office hours and a Master Gardener will look 
at the specimen during clinic hours and contact the 
home owner. 
 

H om e &  G ardenH om e &  G ardenH om e &  G ardenH om e &  G arden     
PLANT FERTILIZER SELECTION 
Shopping for the right plant fertilizers can be 
confusing.  Specialty fertilizers for lawns, roses, 
tomatoes, and other plants abound as well as many 
formulations of all-purpose fertilizers and organic 
products.  You may also choose from liquids, 
granules, pellets, tablets, stakes, slow-release, and 
concentrates. 
 
A soil test gives information on the levels of 
nutrients in your soil and recommends how much 
fertilizer to add based on the test results.  You don’t 
need to test your soil every year; every 3 to 5 years 
is often enough.  A soil test usually includes a pH 
test which measures acidity / alkalinity.  Even 
though your soil may have adequate 
micronutrients, they may not be available to your 
plants due to the pH of the soil.  Acid-loving plants 
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such as rhododendrons and blueberries often fail to 
thrive in our area due to alkaline soils.  Acid 
fertilizers may help but only have a slight effect on 
the soil pH.  For a list of soil testing laboratories in 
our area, contact the Walla Walla Extension office 
at 509-525-2685 or meagon@wsu.edu. 
 

Fertilizer labels show the 
percentage of three primary 
nutrients in the following order: 
nitrogen (N) - phosphorus (P) - 
potassium (K) and may also list a 
variety of micronutrients such as 
sulfur, iron, and manganese.  

Nitrogen promotes green, leafy growth so lawn 
fertilizers are usually higher in nitrogen, for 
example, a 12-4-8 blend.  Phosphorus helps 
rooting and speed up flowering and fruiting, so 
fertilizers for annual gardens of flowers and 
vegetables typically have ratios of 1:1:1 or 1:2:2 
such as 8-8-8 or 10-20-20 blends.  Potassium 
works in plant metabolism and root development to 
increases the size and quality of fruits and nuts.  
Most balanced fertilizers contain sufficient 
quantities of potassium. 
 
Processed fertilizers are manufactured or are 
refined from natural ingredients to make them more 
concentrated and more available to plants.  Organic 
fertilizers are natural materials that have undergone 
little or no processing.  When compared to 
processed fertilizers, organic fertilizers usually have 
a lower concentration of nutrients and release 
nutrients more slowly.  Thus, larger amounts of 
organic fertilizers are needed, but their effects last 
longer. 
 
Granular fertilizers are the least expensive plant 
foods and are often used for lawns and general 
garden feeding.  Concentrates may be liquid or 
powder.  They are diluted in water, taken up 
immediately through the roots and are especially 
effective for container plants.  Controlled release 
beads release nutrients into the soil over several 
months but you will pay extra for the convenience.  
Be aware that release may be temperature 
dependent and cause burning of plant roots 
especially in container plants in the heat of 
summer.  Natural-based or organic fertilizers 
usually need to be added early in the year so that 
nutrients will be available later on for plant growth.  
If you use manure for fertilizer, make sure it is well 
composted before adding it to your garden to 
prevent burning.   
 

Always follow label instructions for your product, 
but remember: 

• The best time to apply fertilizer is close to the 
time when plants need the nutrients.  Plants 
need nutrients shortly after seeding or 
transplanting and again when they are growing 
most rapidly.  For perennial plants, timing 
depends on the plant’s growth cycle. 

• It is best to apply fertilizer when the soil is moist 
and then water lightly.   

• Avoid applying it immediately before a heavy 
rain system is predicted to arrive. 

• Use the minimal amount of fertilizer necessary 
and apply it in small, frequent applications. 

• Calibrate your fertilizer spreader to be sure you 
know exactly how much material is being 
discharged in a given space. 

• Dispose of fertilizer bags or containers in a safe 
and state-approved manner. 

 
LAWN & GARDEN WATERING TIPS 

• One deep watering is much better than 
watering several times lightly. 

• Lawns need about 1 inch of water each week.  
If the weather is very hot, apply an inch of water 
about every 3 days. 

• Watering to a depth of 6 inches 
encourages deeper, healthier 
root development.  It allows 
longer periods between 
watering. 

• To measure the water, put an 
empty tuna can on the lawn 
while watering.  Stop watering 
when the can is full or if you notice water 
running off the lawn. 

• If you use overhead watering, the most efficient 
time to water is between 4:00 and 8:00 a.m. 

Source: Natural Resources Conservation Service; Master 
Gardeners 
 

FFFF ood $enseood $enseood $enseood $ense                
Potato chips are out, but pretzels 
are in!  
 
Senate Bill 5093 passed by the 
legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Gregoire on 3/13/07 

includes a section requiring healthy foods and 
physical activity for all Washington school students, 
grade 1 through 8.  
 
The bill provides minimum standards for available 
foods and beverages served to students during 
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school hours. Most of these standards seem to be 
aimed at highly processed foods.  The law states 
that not more than 35% of a food’s total calories 
may be from fat and no more than 15 grams per 
food item shall be composed of sugar.  These 
restrictions, however, do not apply to whole foods 
like nuts, nut butters, seeds, eggs, fresh or dried 
fruits, vegetables, legumes, reduced-fat or skim 
milk cheese, non or low fat dairy products. In 
addition, 100% fruit juices, vegetable juices, and 
flavored milk are not affected by this restriction.  
 

The bill requires that by 2010, all students in grades 
1 through 8 should have at least 150 minutes of 
quality physical education every week.  
 

The relationship of physical activity and healthy 
food choices to overall health is an important 
concept for all ages. 
 
Soft German Pretzel Recipe 
Ingredients: 
1 envelope quick-rising dry yeast 
1 ½ cups warm water (105°-110° F) 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 cups all purpose flour 
1 ¾ cups whole wheat flour 
Vegetable oil cooking spray 
Sesame seeds or coarse salt  
 

Directions: 
Empty yeast into bowl and add warm water to 
soften yeast. 
 

Mix in sugar and salt.  Add all purpose flour and 
mix.  Add whole what flour and mix.  When you are 
not longer able to stir mixture by hand, lightly flour 
hands and knead the mixture in the bowl. 
Separate dough into small balls and twist dough 
into any shape.  Lay dough on greased cookie 
sheet.  Spray pretzels with vegetable spray and 
sprinkle with sesame seeds or salt. 
 

Bake in 425° F oven for 12-15 minutes.  Serve with 
dipping sauce and your favorite vegetable sticks. 
       

F am ily L iving  F am ily L iving  F am ily L iving  F am ily L iving      
 
PRESSURE CANNER 
CHECK-UP 
Canning season is nearly 
here.  Your pressure canner 
gauge should be checked 
each year against a 
calibrated Master Gauge.  
Even new gauges should be 

checked for accuracy before use.  The Walla Walla 
Extension office will check your pressure canner 
gauge at no cost to you. 
 

Pressure canning is the only recommended method 
for canning meat, poultry, seafood, and vegetables.  
Using boiling water canners for these low-acid 
foods poses a real risk of botulism poisoning.  It is a 
good idea to reread the owner’s manual that came 
with your canner to be sure you are operating it 
correctly.  Follow instructions for care and cleaning.  
Extension publication PNW 421 Using and Caring 
for your Pressure Canner is an excellent reference 
if you cannot locate your user’s manual. 
 

WSU Extension also has a variety of low cost 
publications on food preservation and storage.  We 
have five Master Food Preservers who have been 
trained in food safety and 
food preservation who 
are available to answer 
questions.  Just call 
Walla Walla Extension at 
509-5254-2685 or email 
meagon@wsu.edu. 
 
CONSUMER ACTION WEBSITE 
Your new computer doesn’t include a warranty. The 
sweater you ordered online never showed up. And 
the new washer you bought is noisy and leaking 
water. If you feel like you’ve just been ripped off, 
take action. Order your very own copy of the 2007 
Consumer Action Handbook or view the handbook 
on line at http://www.consumeraction.gov/ . 
 

You may read any of the consumer topics for 
helpful tips on buying a car or home, preventing 
identity theft, understanding credit, resolving 
problems after a purchase, planning a funeral, 
finding a lawyer, and more.  Use the resource 
directory to contact a specific company or your 
local consumer protection office or Better Business 
Bureau. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension programs and employment are available to all without 
discrimination.  Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through 
your local Extension office. 

 
 
Washington State University Extension helps people develop 

leadership skills and use research-based knowledge to improve 

their economic status and quality of life. 
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